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“wor 12 January 1958 


- SUBJECT: AF Reputation with Stewart Committee, OSD, and How This 
Influences AP Astronautic Progreaming hetion ; | 
1. In accordance with our conversation oa Friday, 10 January at 
the Baltimore International Airport, I have included hereafter a series 
of statements concerning the Stewart Committee's reactions to the AF 
‘satellite program. These reactions were gleaned from ‘conversations 
with Jack Carter and Gene Root of Lockheed Aircraft, George Clement - 
member of the Stewart group, Gen Anderson of hq ARDC (as a result of | 
his conversation with Dick Horner) dnd Col ‘Asa Gibbs, USAF representative 
_ OC BRL Vanguard project. In addition I heve: included some comments by 
Dr. Mettler concerning AP reputation with Dr. ‘York and De. Kistiakowsky, -. 


. 4 
2. The first inkling of dissatisfaction came fron Jack Carter and 
Gene Root on 8 January when they stated that their conversation with . 
George Clement gave them the feeling: that the DOD (through the Stevart . 
Committee) was not very impressed with the AF satellite program. As a 
result of this statement I called ‘George Clement Saturday night end he 
‘talked very cautiously of the committee's reactions as follows; 


 .  @e ‘The committee felt the AF did not indicate much interest 
in @ satellite program and thet in the series of presentations (three 
in nunber) presented by the Ary, Navy, and AF, the Army and Navy had 
| exhibited much higher interest in satellite programs and it was their 
‘feeling (Stewart Committee) that the Aray end Ravy should get the * 
| Satellite activity at this tine. Getting the feeling that they felt 
| this way because the other services could react faster Tf pointed out. 
to Clement thet our first flight 1171 is presently. scheduled within 
the same time period as the activities of the other two services and - 
thet this should be evidence of our interest. (1 neglected to press 
home the point that our project has been in existence for several 
— — that this should also be evidence of our interest in this 


b. Clement further informed me that their report. had several 
“Fecoumendations. He wouldn't say what they were but instead he | 
Offered the information thet what he thought would really happen was — 
that we would keep 1171 and he sumsed {t up by saying that he thought 
xe results of- this exercise would be thet the other services would - 
get into the satellite business. | = | 


“3. The next day in the Pentagon, Asa Gibbe said essentially the 
‘same things to Gen Ritland and the undersigned. Following my de 


who ia turn called Anderson and by the time I got to Bq ARDC, Anderson 
repsated the things to me that Gibbs had said thee morning plus one 
additional input -- he was very unhappy because the AP was in the: 

. position of not aving a sz.tellite program that appealed to the 
Stewart Comittee ~ this despite the fact that Anderson had sent a 
five-year astronautics Protrem to Washington recently that included 
& small photographic satellite but Which hed been returned fren - 
Washington as‘ being inadequate and ‘unacceptable, | 2 
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on by the appearance of new faces and new contacts in Washington . between. 
ry and the activities of the Killian group. The above statement 
of Mattler's concern is included in this meno because it is enother 
reflection of a lack of Bq USAF leadership in establishing decisive 
policies and requirements in the astronautics field ‘for USAF and in 
capitalizing on the three and one-half year head start. we now have. 


5. As a result of the above conditions and my talks with you and 


., o2 this meno, although very rambling, is submitted to remind you — 
that you wanted to make sore contacts vith various personnel of the - . 
Stewart Comittee to try to re-establish in their minds some of our . 
competence, and to assure then we have interest in the satellite 

program and ara proceeding along certain lines, _ ote 3 | 


